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[image: Problem Solution sneak]                 WRITING a PROBLEM-SOLUTION ESSAY  

In this type of problem-solution essay, you first describe a problem and then propose a specific solution. Your introduction will give a summary of the problem and why it is important. The thesis statement will identify the solution. The first body paragraph will describe the problem in detail. The second body paragraph will describe a specific solution which addresses that problem and will give reasons why it is a good solution. The conclusion will summarize the main points.
HOW TO WRITE STEP-BY-STEP
Step 1: Understand the Topic and Purpose
· Clarify the issue: Before you start writing, make sure you fully understand the topic and the problem you are addressing. Consider why it’s important and how it impacts people or society.
· Identify the solution: Think about a possible specific solution to improve the situation. Your essay will need to both explain the problem and show how the solution can help.
Step 2: Plan Your Essay
Before writing, brainstorm:
· The problem: What issue will you address? Why is it important?
· The solution: What solution will you propose? How does it directly address the problem?
· Supporting evidence / examples: Gather facts, examples, or research to support the problem and solution.
Step 3: Structure Your Essay
Follow a logical structure to ensure clarity:
A. Introduction
1. Hook: Start with an engaging sentence to grab attention.
· Example: "Imagine being in the middle of a remote place, and your phone battery dies."
       2. Background Information: Briefly explain the problem and why it matters.
· Example: "For many travelers, staying connected is essential, but charging devices can be challenging."
 3. Thesis Statement: Clearly state the solution.
· Example: "Portable power banks with solar charging offer a reliable and eco-friendly way to address this issue."


Introduction paragraph:
One of the biggest problems travelers face is keeping their devices charged. Phones, tablets, and other gadgets are essential for navigation, communication, and entertainment. However, running out of battery during a trip can be very inconvenient, especially in remote areas where access to electricity is limited. A great solution to this problem is using portable power banks with solar charging.
B. Body Paragraph 1: Describing the Problem
1. Topic Sentence: Introduce the problem in detail.
· Example: "Travelers often struggle to keep their devices charged, especially in remote areas."
2. Explain the Issue: Use examples, facts, or scenarios to elaborate.
· Example: "Hikers may lose access to navigation apps or campers may be unable to contact emergency services."
3. Impact: Discuss the consequences of the problem.
· Example: "Running out of battery can leave people unprepared and disconnected."
Body Paragraph 1
The difficulty of charging devices while traveling happens because power outlets are often unavailable. For example, hikers, campers, or people on long journeys may find their phones out of battery with no way to recharge them. Traditional power banks help temporarily, but they also run out of charge after a while, especially on long trips. This can leave travelers feeling stressed and disconnected from important tools like maps or emergency contacts.
C. Body Paragraph 2: Proposing the Solution
1. Topic Sentence: Introduce the solution.
· Example: "Portable power banks with solar charging provide an ideal solution for travelers."
2. Describe the Solution: Explain how it works and its benefits.
· Example: "These power banks use sunlight to recharge, ensuring travelers always have a backup power source."
3. Evidence or Examples: Use data or examples to support your argument.
· Example: "Solar power banks are lightweight and easy to carry, making them perfect for outdoor activities."
Body Paragraph 2
Portable power banks with solar charging can solve this issue effectively. These power banks work like regular ones but can recharge themselves using sunlight. Travelers can charge their power banks during the day by leaving them in the sun, ensuring they always have power for their devices. For instance, hikers can attach a solar power bank to their backpack while walking, so it charges as they move. This feature makes portable power banks with solar charging ideal for outdoor adventures and trips to places with limited electricity.

D. Conclusion
1.   Restate the problem and solution: Summarize the main points.
· Example: "Charging devices while traveling is a common issue, but solar-powered power banks offer a practical solution."
2. Call to action or final thought: Encourage readers to act or reflect.
· Example: "By adopting this technology, travelers can enjoy worry-free adventures while staying connected."
Concluding Paragraph
In conclusion, charging devices while traveling can be a frustrating challenge, but solar-powered portable power banks offer a simple and practical solution. They are easy to carry, eco-friendly, and ensure travelers always have the power they need. With this technology, staying connected during trips has never been easier.

Key Points to Remember:
1. Stay focused on the topic: Make sure your essay sticks to the problem and the solution.
2. Use clear and simple language: Keep your writing easy to understand by avoiding overly complex language.
3. Support your ideas: Use facts, examples, and data to strengthen your points and make your argument more convincing.
4. Structure your essay clearly: Use an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion to organize your ideas logically.
5. Use transitions: Words like “however,” “therefore,” and “for instance” improve flow.
By following these tips, you'll be able to write a clear, informative essay that educates the reader about an important issue and suggests a practical solution.


The structure of a problem-solution essay is like:
Paragraph 1: Introduction 
                        Background Information + Thesis Statement

Paragraph 2: Description of the problem and its effects 

Paragraph 3: Solution to the problem 

Paragraph 4: Conclusion



Sample Problem-Solution Essay 1:
Topic: In today’s world, many people face challenges in managing their personal finances. Write an essay discussing the problem of poor financial management and how personal finance apps can provide a solution. 
Introduction Paragraph

Introduce the problem: 
Start by presenting the issue in general terms. 

State the solution:
Briefly introduce the product or method that will be the solution to the problem. Keep it simple and direct.



Managing Personal Finances
In today’s fast-paced world, managing personal finances effectively has become a significant challenge for many individuals. With rising living costs, easy access to credit cards, and a lack of financial education, individuals often struggle to balance income and expenses. To tackle this problem, personal finance apps provide an innovative and effective solution.

Body Paragraph 1:

Explain the Problem:
Elaborate on the problem, including why it’s significant and how it affects people. Provide relevant context or examples to help the reader understand the gravity of the situation.



Financial mismanagement is a common problem that affects people of all ages. Many individuals lack the skills or knowledge to plan their expenses. As a result, they may overspend, miss bill payments, or fail to save for emergencies. This can cause stress, debt, and even long-term financial instability, especially for those with multiple sources of income or high monthly expenses. Without proper tools, they may make unnecessary purchases or misjudge their monthly costs.

Body Paragraph 2:

Present the Solution:
Now, introduce your proposed solution.

Explain the benefits: Highlight the advantages of the solution, focusing on how it solves the issue in a practical and impactful way.

Provide examples of the
solution’s effectiveness:
If possible, mention any real-world use or statistics that support how the solution works.




A practical and modern solution to this problem is the use of budgeting apps. These apps help users track their income, set savings goals, and plan for future expenses. For example, apps like Mint or YNAB (You Need A Budget) allow users to categorize their spending, receive reminders about upcoming bills, and visualize their financial habits through charts and graphs. Some even allow users to set monthly budgets for different categories and send alerts when nearing limits. Additionally, these apps are also user-friendly, even for those with limited financial knowledge, and encourage mindful spending. They help people become more aware of their spending patterns and encourage them to prioritize essential expenses. Furthermore, they offer tips for saving money and improving financial health, making them valuable for anyone wanting to manage their finances better.


Concluding Paragraph

In the conclusion, briefly summarize the issue and the solution you
discussed. Remind the reader of the importance of solving the problem.




In conclusion, personal finance apps provide an effective solution for the common problem of poor financial management. By providing tools to monitor expenses, set goals, and manage budgets, these apps enable individuals to take control of their finances. Adopting such technology can lead to better financial habits and a more secure future.

 

Sample Problem-Solution Essay 2:
Topic: In modern cities, traffic congestion has become a common issue. Write an essay discussing the problem and how carpooling apps can provide a solution. 

Sharing Rides, Clearing Roads
In modern cities, traffic congestion has become a common issue, causing long commute times, stress, and environmental damage. A promising solution to ease this problem is the development of carpooling apps, which help reduce the number of vehicles on the road by allowing people to share rides.

In many large cities, traffic congestion has reached critical levels. According to studies, the average person spends several hours a week stuck in traffic. This not only wastes time but also leads to higher stress levels and increased air pollution. Additionally, cities with severe traffic congestion have fewer available parking spaces, making it harder for drivers to find a place to park. The result is frustration and reduced quality of life for millions of people.

Carpooling apps have emerged as a highly effective remedy to traffic congestion. These apps allow users to find others who are traveling along similar routes, making it possible to share a ride. This reduces the number of cars on the road, thereby decreasing traffic and lowering emissions. For example, in cities like San Francisco, carpooling has led to a noticeable reduction in traffic during peak hours. Additionally, carpooling apps often come with features like cost splitting and ride scheduling, which makes them convenient and affordable for users.

As a result, traffic congestion is a growing problem that affects millions of people worldwide. Carpooling apps provide an effective and practical answer by reducing the number of vehicles on the road, saving time, and benefiting the environment. If more people embrace this technology, cities can become less congested, much healthier, and more sustainable places to live.

Sample Problem-Solution Essay 3:
Topic: Write an essay discussing the growing issue of food waste and explain how smart refrigerators can help reduce food waste. 

Smart Fridges, Smarter Choices

Food waste is a growing global issue, with about one-third of all food produced being thrown away every year. This wastes valuable resources like water, energy, and labor, and harms the environment. To address this issue, smart refrigerators offer a practical solution. (These fridges use technology to monitor the freshness of food, suggest recipes, and track inventory, helping people manage their food more efficiently.) 

Food waste is harmful for several reasons. First, it harms the environment by wasting resources and creating pollution. It wastes resources like water and energy, and when food rots in landfills, it produces methane, a gas that contributes to climate change. Secondly, food waste is a burden financially, especially for low-income families. Throwing away food means wasting money, and over-purchasing leads to an extra burden on household budgets.

Smart refrigerators can provide an innovative way  to deal with this problem. They are equipped with advanced technology that can help reduce food waste. For example, they use sensors to monitor the freshness of food items and notify users when something is about to expire. Some models even suggest recipes based on the ingredients in the fridge, helping people use what they have instead of buying more. In addition, many smart fridges allow users to track their inventory remotely via an app. In this way, they prevent unnecessary purchases. This technology not only helps the environment but also saves consumers’ money by reducing waste. People are able to save money that would otherwise be spent on unnecessary food purchases. It also encourages more mindful consumption, promoting better habits in food storage and usage.

To sum up, food waste is a serious problem with environmental and economic impacts. Smart refrigerators provide an effective solution by helping people manage their food more efficiently. Embracing this technology can lead to a more sustainable future and healthier habits for everyone.





Sample Problem-Solution Essay 4
Problem: Losing Keys or Wallets
Solution: Bluetooth tracking devices
	
Losing Keys or Wallets: A Simple Solution
Losing keys or wallets is a common problem that can cause stress and frustration. People often forget where they left their belongings, leading to wasted time searching and, sometimes, missed appointments or important events. This issue can happen to anyone, whether at home, in a café, or during travel. However, there is a simple solution to this everyday problem: Bluetooth tracking devices.
Losing important items like keys or wallets can have several negative effects. Not only does it cause inconvenience, but it can also lead to security concerns. For instance, losing a wallet may result in identity theft or the loss of money. Additionally, searching for lost keys can be time-consuming and frustrating, especially when you are in a hurry. In busy lives, such moments of forgetfulness can increase stress levels and make daily routines more difficult.
Bluetooth tracking devices help resolve this issue by attaching small tags to your belongings. These devices connect to your smartphone, allowing you to track the location of your items. If you lose your keys or wallet, you can simply use an app to find them. Some devices also have a sound feature, which lets you “call” the item and hear a sound to help locate it. Additionally, the devices work in reverse; if you lose your phone, you can use the tracker to find it. These devices are small, affordable, and easy to use.
In conclusion, losing keys or wallets is an annoying and stressful issue, but Bluetooth tracking devices offer a practical and efficient solution. With these devices, we can easily keep track of important items, save time, and reduce stress.




Sample Problem-Solution Essay 5
Problem: Stressful Gift Shopping
Solution: Personalized gift recommendation apps

Stressful Gift Shopping: A Fun Solution
Gift shopping can often be stressful, especially when you're unsure what to buy for someone. Finding the perfect gift requires time, effort, and sometimes even guesswork, making it difficult to meet the recipient's expectations. With so many choices available, it can be overwhelming to pick something meaningful. One effective solution to this problem is personalized gift recommendation apps.
The stress of gift shopping comes from the pressure to find something that will be well received. Many people struggle to come up with ideas, especially for those who seem to have everything. Shopping for birthdays, holidays, or special events can feel like a challenge, and this feeling can lead to frustration and wasted time. This often results in last-minute purchases, which may not be thoughtful or appreciated.
Personalized gift recommendation apps make the process easier by analyzing the recipient's preferences. These apps ask questions about the person’s hobbies, interests, and favorite brands. Based on this information, they suggest personalized gift ideas, making the shopping experience more efficient and enjoyable. Some apps even link to online stores, allowing users to make purchases directly. This technology saves time, reduces the stress of gift shopping, and helps find meaningful presents that match the recipient’s tastes.
In conclusion, gift shopping doesn’t have to be stressful. Personalized gift recommendation apps offer a practical solution by making the process quicker and more enjoyable. With these apps, you can find the perfect gift with ease and confidence.


	CHECKLIST FOR YOUR ESSAY

	✓

	

Introduction Paragraph
	Does the introduction clearly introduce the problem?

	

	
	Is the issue presented in a way that highlights its importance?

	

	
	Is there a clear thesis statement that mentions the proposed solution?

	

	
	
	

	

Body Paragraph 1   Problem Section
	Does this section explain the problem in detail?

	

	
	Are there facts, statistics, or real-life examples to support the problem?

	

	
	Does it describe the negative impact of the problem on individuals and society?

	

	
	
	

	


Body Paragraph 2  Solution Section
	Is the solution introduced clearly and logically?

	

	
	Does it explain how the solution works?

	

	
	Are there examples or evidence showing the solution’s effectiveness?

	

	
	Does it address potential concerns or counterarguments?

	

	
	
	

	

Concluding Paragraph
	Does the conclusion summarize the main points effectively?

	

	
	Does it restate the importance of the problem and solution?

	

	
	Is there a strong closing statement that encourages action or reflection?

	

	
	
	

	



General Writing & Persuasive Techniques
	Is the essay structured logically with clear paragraphing?

	

	
	Are facts, examples, or logical reasoning used effectively?

	

	
	Is the language engaging and persuasive?

	

	
	Are transitions used to connect ideas smoothly?

	

	
	Is grammar, spelling, and punctuation correct?
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