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What is a Persuasive Essay? 
A persuasive essay is a piece of writing in which the writer aims to convince the reader to agree with a specific point of view. The writer presents arguments to support his/her position and addresses opposing views (counterarguments) to demonstrate that his/her own stance (a feeling or opinion about something) is stronger than opposing views. 

In a persuasive essay, you must: 

· Present a clear thesis that outlines your main argument. 
· Provide evidence and examples to support your thesis. 
· Acknowledge counterarguments to show you’ve considered different perspectives. 
· Refute counterarguments to explain why your perspective is stronger. 

***refute (v): to say or prove that a person, statement, opinion, etc. is wrong or false 


Structure of a Persuasive Essay 
A persuasive essay typically follows this structure: 

Introduction: 
Hook: A compelling opening to grab the reader’s attention. 
Background Information: Provide context for the topic. 
Thesis Statement: Clearly state your position on the topic. 

Body Paragraphs: 
Each paragraph should focus on a single argument supporting your thesis statement and should acknowledge and refute a counterargument: 

Topic Sentence: State the main argument of the paragraph. 
Evidence: Provide supporting evidence. 
Explanation: Explain how the evidence supports your argument. 
Counterargument: Present the opposing viewpoint. 
Refutation: Explain why the counterargument is weaker or invalid. 

Conclusion: 
Restate the Thesis: Reaffirm your position in a new way. 
Summarize Key Points: Briefly summarize the main arguments. 
Call to Action: Encourage the reader to think further or take action.



Counterarguments and Refutations 
Each body paragraph in a persuasive essay should present a main argument, a counterargument and a refutation. This shows that you’ve considered the opposing side and strengthens your position. 

What is a Counterargument? 
A counterargument is an opposing view or argument that contradicts your thesis. A counterargument presents a perspective that challenges the stance you are taking in the essay. 

What is a Refutation? 
A refutation is a response to the counterargument. It explains why the counterargument is weaker or why your position is still stronger, often by presenting additional evidence or reasoning. 


SAMPLES: 


Topic: Should school uniforms be mandatory? (Opinion: Yes) 

Argument 1: Uniforms promote equality among students. 

Evidence / Explanation: Uniforms reduce visible signs of wealth, such as brand-name clothing, which helps eliminate social divisions. By wearing the same clothes, students are judged less on appearances, promoting a more inclusive environment. 

	Counterargument: Uniforms limit students' ability to express their individuality. 
		Refutation: Students can still express themselves through their ideas, hobbies, and extracurricular 
			        activities, even while wearing uniforms. 


Argument 2: Uniforms help reduce bullying. 

Evidence / Explanation: Studies show that uniforms reduce bullying related to clothing differences. With everyone wearing the same clothes, there's less opportunity for students to be judged or bullied based on their appearance. 

	Counterargument: Bullying could still happen for other reasons, like personality or academic 
                                              performance. 
		Refutation: Although bullying may still occur, uniforms address one major cause- appearance-
                                              based bullying—and create a more equal environment. 


Argument 3: Uniforms improve students' focus on academics. 

Evidence / Explanation: Research indicates students spend less time worrying about what to wear, allowing them to concentrate more on their studies. Uniforms reduce distractions, helping students stay focused on learning. 

	Counterargument: Uniforms limit creativity and self-expression. 
		Refutation: While creativity is important, school is primarily for learning. Uniforms help maintain  
                                              focus, and students can still express themselves in other ways. 


TOPIC: Should social media be regulated? (Opinion: Yes) 


Argument 1: Social media can spread harmful misinformation. 

Evidence / Explanation: False information spreads rapidly on social media, influencing public opinion and leading to harmful consequences. Regulation can help ensure that users are exposed to reliable sources and accurate information. 

	Counterargument: Regulation may violate freedom of speech. 
		Refutation: While freedom of speech is important, protecting the public from harmful 
                                               misinformation and ensuring accuracy in news and information is also a crucial 
                                               responsibility. Regulation can be done without limiting free expression. 



Argument 2: Social media contributes to mental health issues. 

Evidence / Explanation: Studies have shown a link between excessive social media use and mental health problems like anxiety and depression, particularly among young people. Regulating social media platforms can help reduce harmful content and encourage healthier online environments. 

	Counterargument: Social media allows self-expression and connection. 
		Refutation: While social media can be a tool for connection, its unregulated use often leads to 
                                               negative impacts on mental well-being. Regulation can create safer spaces for positive 
                                               engagement and support. 



Argument 3: Social media platforms can be used for harmful political manipulation. 

Evidence / Explanation: Social media has been used to manipulate elections, spread propaganda, and influence public opinion in harmful ways. By regulating these platforms, we can prevent the misuse of social media for political gain and safeguard democratic processes. 

	Counterargument: Regulation could limit innovation and creativity. 
		Refutation: Regulation doesn’t have to limit creativity. It can ensure that platforms are used 
                                               responsibly, while still allowing for the free exchange of ideas and innovation within a 
                                               controlled, safe environment. 




Some Useful Phrases for Persuasive Essay Writing

	Type
	Useful Phrases

	









Arguments
	- I strongly believe that…

	
	- There is no doubt that…

	
	- One of the main reasons for this is…

	
	- It can be clearly seen that…

	
	- Research supports the idea that…

	
	- This is evident when we consider…

	
	- Studies show that…

	
	- The facts suggest that…

	
	- From my perspective, it is clear that…

	
	- It is widely accepted that…

	
	- Critics (might) argue that …

	
	- Some people believe/think/feel that …

	
	- Some experts believe that … / Experts claim …

	
	- Research shows …

	
	- It could be argued / claimed that …

	
	- It has been argued that …

	
	- Supporters of X might claim that …

	
	

	



Counterarguments
	- On the contrary, some may argue that…

	
	- A common argument against this is that…

	
	- It could be argued that…

	
	- Some people claim that…

	
	- It is often believed that…

	
	- Opponents of this view argue that…

	
	- Another viewpoint is that…

	
	- However, critics would argue that…

	
	

	




Refutations
	- While this is a valid point, it overlooks the fact that…

	
	- This argument fails to address…

	
	- Although this may be a concern, it is important to note that…

	
	- While this objection holds some truth, it doesn’t consider…

	
	- Despite this counterargument, the evidence clearly shows that…

	
	- Nevertheless, this issue can be resolved by…

	
	- However, when we look at the bigger picture…

	
	- Even though some believe this, the facts suggest otherwise…

	
	- This criticism doesn’t change the fact that…


Sample Persuasive Essay 1

TOPIC: Should school uniforms mandatory? 

The Power of School Uniforms

	The debate over school uniforms has been ongoing for years. While some argue they limit personal 	expression, others believe they offer benefits like promoting equality and reducing distractions. I believe 	school uniforms should be mandatory as they foster equality, reduce bullying, and improve academic 	focus. 

	Firstly, I argue that uniforms promote equality among students. When students wear the same clothes, it 	eliminates visible markers of wealth, such as brand-name clothing, which often causes social divisions. This 	fosters an environment where students are judged by their abilities, not their appearance. Some may support 	the idea that uniforms suppress individuality. Clothing may be a form of self-expression, but in my opinion, 	students can express themselves through their ideas, hobbies, and extracurricular activities. Therefore, 	uniforms ensure equality while still allowing personal expression in other areas. 
ARGUMENT

	I also believe that uniforms help reduce bullying. Many students are bullied because of their clothing, as 	differences in fashion often lead to judgement. By wearing the same clothes, students are less likely to be 	targeted for their fashion choices. Critics argue that bullying might still occur and shift to other areas, like 	personality or academic performance. While bullying may not disappear completely, uniforms address one 	of the primary causes—appearance-based bullying—thereby creating a safer school environment. REFUTATION
COUNTER ARGUMENT


	Finally, I think uniforms improve students' focus on academics. Research shows that when students wear 	uniforms, they spend less time worrying about their appearance and more time concentrating on their studies. 	Some claim that uniforms limit creativity and self-expression, but I believe that school is a place for learning. 	Personal identity can still be developed through academic achievements and extracurricular activities. 

	In conclusion, I believe the benefits of uniforms—promoting equality, reducing bullying, and improving 	academic focus- make them a necessary part of education.


Sample Persuasive Essay 2

TOPIC: Should learning a second language be compulsory for students? 



A Key to Global Opportunities

In today’s globalized world, speaking a second language is an essential skill. As businesses and cultures become more interconnected, knowing another language offers valuable advantages. I am of the opinion that learning a second language should be compulsory in universities, as it enhances career opportunities and promotes cultural understanding. 

One reason why learning a second language is crucial is the increasing globalization of the workforce. Many companies operate internationally, and bilingual employees have a significant advantage in the job market. Being fluent in another language opens doors to opportunities that would otherwise be unavailable, allowing students to connect with a broader network of professionals. However, opponents of this view argue that students should not be forced to learn a second language, especially if it’s not related to their field of study. While it's true that not all careers require bilingualism, the ability to speak another language enriches communication skills and demonstrates a valuable asset to employers, regardless of the industry. 

Moreover, learning a second language fosters greater cultural understanding. It helps students break down cultural barriers and appreciate diverse perspectives, which is increasingly important in our multicultural society. Critics of this idea claim that learning a new language can be time-consuming and difficult. This criticism doesn’t change the fact that with the right resources and motivation, students can achieve proficiency, and the cognitive benefits are well worth the effort. Mastering another language improves memory, enhances problem-solving abilities, and encourages a deeper understanding of one’s own native language. 

In conclusion, I strongly support the idea that requiring students to learn a second language is essential in equipping them for future success in both their careers and personal lives. The ability to communicate across cultures opens up countless opportunities, making it a crucial skill in today's world.


Sample Persuasive Essay 3 

TOPIC: Should children have access to fully equipped smartphones? 

Smart Phones, to What Extend?

In today's society, smartphones are no longer just a convenience but have become a trend, with people of all ages, especially the younger generation. As a result, this has become a controversial issue. While many people argue that smartphones are essential for communication and access to technology, I strongly believe that children do not need fully equipped smartphones and there should be restrictions on smartphone ownership based on age. 

Proponents of smartphones for children argue that they provide an essential means of communication between parents and their kids. Smartphones allow parents to stay in constant contact with their children, ensuring their safety. This might be true to some extent but in my opinion, smartphones are not the only devices that can fulfill this purpose. While smartphones offer the convenience of being reachable anytime and anywhere, their extra features often lead children to spend more time on social media or entertainment apps, which distracts from the main purpose of communication. 

Furthermore, supporters also claim that smartphones allow children to keep up with technological advancements. However, I disagree with this viewpoint. While it is true that technology is constantly evolving, children can still stay up to date with the latest trends by using computers or other devices, without the risks associated with smartphones. From my perspective, excessive smartphone use can hinder a child’s physical and psychological development, as it reduces the time spent on active play and face-to-face interactions. 

In conclusion, the use of smartphones by children should be carefully considered. It seems to me that a smartphone should not be more advanced than necessary, as excessive use can negatively affect a child’s physical activities and mental health. Parents and society should focus on providing children with devices that promote healthy development, limiting the potential harm of smartphones.


	CHECKLIST FOR YOUR ESSAY
	✓

	
Introduction Paragraph
	Does the introduction start with a clear and engaging opening sentence?
	

	
	Does it provide background information on the topic?
	

	
	Is there a clear thesis statement that presents the writer’s opinion?
	

	
	
	

	
Body Paragraph 1 First Argument
	Does the paragraph begin with a strong topic sentence?
	

	
	Is there a clear argument supporting the thesis?
	

	
	Are relevant examples or explanations provided?
	

	
	Is there a counterargument presented and refuted logically?
	

	
	
	

	Body Paragraph 2 Second Argument
	Does the paragraph introduce a second strong argument?
	

	
	Is there supporting evidence or reasoning?
	

	
	Is a counterargument acknowledged and refuted effectively?
	

	
	
	

	
Concluding Paragraph
	Does the conclusion restate the main argument in a new way?
	

	
	Does it summarize key points made in the body paragraphs?
	

	
	Does it end with a strong closing statement that reinforces the thesis?
	

	
	
	

	


General Writing & Persuasive Techniques
	Is the essay logically structured and easy to follow?
	

	
	Are persuasive techniques (e.g., facts, rhetorical questions, emotional appeal) used effectively?
	

	
	Are transitions used to connect ideas smoothly?
	

	
	Is the language clear, formal, and appropriate for an academic audience?
	

	
	Are grammar, spelling, and punctuation correct?
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