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[image: ]                WRITING an OPINION ESSAY  

An opinion essay is a formal piece of writing in which you share your thoughts on a specific topic. You should express your opinion clearly and give reasons and examples to support your point of view.

The first part of the question for an opinion essay can be a statement. You can then be asked to give your own opinion about the statement. Here is some typical wording that might be used:

· Social media promotes an unrealistic lifestyle. What is your opinion?
· A big salary is much more important than job satisfaction. Do you agree or disagree? Why?
· People can learn almost everything from the internet. To what extent do you agree or disagree?
· 

OR you can be asked a question:
 For example: 

How do you think students can be motivated to learn English as a foreign language?

An opinion essay must have 3 parts like every essay:

1. INTRODUCTION
In this paragraph, you have to introduce the topic. You can introduce the topic by giving some background information and also by restating the statement in the topic in your own words. Here you have to say if you agree or not with the statement. You can agree, disagree or partially agree.

In the introduction part, you should NOT provide details and explanations that really belong in your main body paragraphs. 

2. BODY
In this section, you have to support your opinion with reasons and examples. You must include at least two reasons. Write one paragraph for each supporting reason. Don’t forget to include examples or facts.

3. CONCLUSION
Summarize your ideas and restate your opinion using different words.



ESSAY STRUCTURE:

	INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH:

· Give some background information about the topic OR paraphrase the statement.
· Give your opinion in the thesis statement. 

BODY PARAGRAPH 1:

· Topic sentence – outline 1st reason for supporting this view
· Explanation – explain this idea
· Example(s) – give an example/examples or expand the idea

BODY PARAGRAPH 2:

· Topic sentence – outline 2nd reason for supporting this view
· Explanation – explain this idea
· Example(s) – give an example/examples or expand the idea

CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH:

· Summarize your opinion and key reasons





COMMON MISTAKES: These three errors are common in opinion essays:

· Not stating an opinion.
· Giving arguments for both views.
· Not supporting your opinion with clear reasons.

Make sure that you don’t change your opinion part way through the essay, and don’t give reasons for the opposing view.

A SMALL REMINDER:
In an academic essay, it’s important to be able to say the same things in different ways, either by paraphrasing and/or using synonyms. During the planning stage, quickly write down a few synonyms of key words you could use while you’re writing.

For example,

TOPIC: A big salary is much more important than job satisfaction. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

For this topic, while writing your essay, you can use different synonyms throughout your essay: 

· satisfaction – fulfillment, achievement, sense of accomplishment, content, sense of well-being
· salary – income, wages, pay, earnings
· important – significant, valued, has more meaning
· job – work, employment, position



Let’s try now 

TOPIC: Top sports players are paid too much. What is your opinion?

My opinion: I disagree.

Reason 1: Their careers are very short.
Supporting idea 1: their careers usually end in their 30’s
Supporting idea 2: sometimes, this period is even shorter because of injuries

Reason 2: They lose their privacy.
Supporting idea 1: constantly followed by journalists and fans
Supporting idea 2: now, everyone uses their phones to take photos and publish them


Introduction Paragraph:
Introduce the topic and give your opinion. Say whether you agree or disagree with the statement. It can be a good idea to use a hook to grab the reader’s attention. Check this example:

	Have you ever wondered why top sports players earn millions while others work hard for much less? Many argue that these athletes are overpaid, especially compared to professionals like doctors or teachers. However, their high earnings reflect the unique nature of their careers and the sacrifices they must make. I believe that top sports players deserve the money they earn.



Body Paragraph 1:
Give the first argument to support your opinion. Include some facts or examples to show that your reason makes sense. Check this example:

	Firstly, professional athletes have very short careers. Most players retire in their 30s, and some are forced to stop even earlier due to injuries. Unlike many other professions, they have limited time to earn enough money to support themselves for the rest of their lives. For instance, a footballer might have only 10–15 years to reach their financial goals before they have to retire. This makes their earning potential during their active years crucial.




Body Paragraph 2:
Give more reasons and again provide examples, facts or supporting ideas. For example:

	Secondly, athletes lose a significant part of their privacy. Journalists and fans constantly follow their every move, leaving them with little personal freedom. Besides this, in today’s digital world, anyone can take photos or record videos of them and post these online. This level of attention can be overwhelming and affects not just the players but also their families.




Concluding Paragraph:
Summarize your ideas and restate your opinion.

	In conclusion, top sports players deserve their high salaries because they face short careers and significant sacrifices, including the loss of privacy. Their talents entertain millions of people worldwide, and they should be fairly compensated for their efforts.




Some Useful Phrases You can Use in an Opinion Essay:
	Purpose
	Phrase
	Sample

	Giving Opinions
	In my opinion, ...
	In my opinion, technology has a significant impact on education.

	
	I believe that...
	I believe that climate change is the most urgent global issue.

	
	I am of the opinion that...
	I am of the opinion that social media affects personal relationships negatively.

	
	From my perspective, ...
	From my perspective, the rise in automation will create new job opportunities.

	
	Personally, I think that...
	Personally, I think that online learning is more flexible than traditional classrooms.

	
	It seems to me that...
	It seems to me that everyone should have access to healthcare.

	
	I would argue that...
	I would argue that mental health awareness needs more focus in schools.

	
	I firmly believe that...
	I firmly believe that education should be free for all students.

	
	To my mind, ...
	To my mind, public transportation is key to reducing pollution.

	
	I am convinced that...
	I am convinced that exercise improves mental health.

	Thesis Statement
	I agree that... and will explore how...
	I agree that renewable energy is essential and will explore how it can replace fossil fuels.

	
	I disagree with the idea that... because...
	I disagree with the idea that technology isolates people because it brings them closer.

	
	I am of the opinion that... and will argue that...
	I am of the opinion that globalization has led to greater economic inequality and will argue that it harms local businesses.

	
	I believe that... and will demonstrate how...
	I believe that education is key to social mobility and will demonstrate how it breaks the cycle of poverty.

	
	I firmly believe that... and will explain why...
	I firmly believe that environmental conservation is crucial for future generations and will explain why it should be prioritized.

	
	I am convinced that... and will present evidence to support this view...
	I am convinced that exercise enhances productivity and will present evidence to support this view.

	
	I strongly agree with... as it highlights...
	I strongly agree with the concept of universal healthcare as it highlights the importance of equal access to medical care.

	
	I am not in favor of... but will examine its impact...
	I am not in favor of genetic cloning but will examine its impact on medical advancements.

	
	I disagree with the claim that... and will provide reasons for my view...
	I disagree with the claim that online education is less effective and will provide reasons for my view.




Sample Opinion Essay 1: 
TOPIC: Learning about other people’s culture is NOT as important as learning about one’s own culture. Do you agree? 

Embracing Diversity: The Importance of Cultural Awareness
Modern societies consist of people who come from different cultural backgrounds. This diversity shapes who we are, what we believe in, and how we interact with the world. Therefore, I strongly believe that learning about other people's cultures is just as important as understanding our own.
Firstly, there are personal benefits to learning about other cultures. For example, it allows us to gain a broader perspective on life by exposing ourselves to new traditions, customs, and ideas. This helps us become more open-minded and capable of adapting to an ever-changing social environment. Additionally, it enhances our interpersonal skills by enabling us to connect with people from diverse backgrounds, enriching our personal relationships.
In addition, cultural awareness has a positive impact on society. By understanding the differences among people, we can reduce stereotypes and promote mutual respect. This understanding creates harmony in multicultural communities and fosters a sense of unity. For instance, learning about another culture’s values and traditions can help avoid misunderstandings and build stronger bonds within a diverse population.
Finally, being culturally aware also has professional advantages. In a globalized world, many people work with colleagues from different countries or travel abroad for work. Understanding cultural norms and etiquette can prevent miscommunication and improve collaboration. Moreover, cultural awareness makes individuals more competitive in the job market, as employers value employees who can thrive in diverse environments.
In conclusion, cultural awareness benefits individuals and society alike. It not only fosters respect for differences but also provides opportunities to grow and learn from diversity.

Taken and adapted.

Sample Opinion Essay 2:

Topic: How do you think students can be motivated to learn English as a foreign language?

Unlocking Success: Motivating Students to Master English

In my opinion, motivating students to learn English as a second language is crucial for their academic and professional success. Given the global importance of English, it is essential to explore ways to make the learning process engaging and effective. There are several strategies that can help students become more motivated to learn English.

Firstly, creating a positive and interactive learning environment is the key. From my perspective, when students feel comfortable and encouraged, they are more likely to participate actively in lessons. For instance, teachers can use games, group activities, and real-life conversations to make learning more enjoyable. Additionally, integrating technology, such as language learning apps or online platforms, can capture students' attention and make lessons more dynamic. This approach helps to keep students engaged and excited about improving their language skills.

Secondly, it is important to set achievable goals for students. I believe that breaking down the learning process into smaller, manageable steps can boost students’ confidence. For example, focusing on specific skills, such as vocabulary or listening comprehension, and celebrating small achievements can help students feel motivated. Moreover, when students understand the practical benefits of learning English, such as better job opportunities or the ability to travel, they are more likely to remain motivated.

In conclusion, I firmly believe that by creating an interactive learning environment and setting clear, achievable goals, students can be highly motivated to learn English. This will not only improve their language skills but also open up new opportunities for personal and professional growth.



Taken and adapted.









	CHECKLIST FOR YOUR ESSAY

	✓

	

Introduction Paragraph
	Does your introduction present the topic and provide background information?
  
	

	
	Does your thesis statement clearly state your opinion?

	

	
	
	

	



Body Paragraphs  
	Does each paragraph focus on one main idea?

	

	
	Is the topic sentence clear and related to your thesis?

	

	
	Have you provided relevant examples, evidence, or reasoning to support your points?

	

	
	Are your paragraphs logically connected, and do they flow well?

	

	
	
	

	

Concluding Paragraph
	Does your conclusion summarize the main points of your essay?

	

	
	Does it restate your thesis or main argument in a new way?

	

	
	Have you provided a final thought or call to action (if applicable)?

	

	
	
	

	



General Writing & Persuasive Techniques
	Are your ideas well-organized and easy to follow?

	

	
	Are facts, examples, or logical reasoning used effectively?

	

	
	Is your stance consistent throughout the essay?

	

	
	Are transitions used to connect ideas smoothly?

	

	
	Is grammar, spelling, and punctuation correct?
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