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TEXT 1

Read the passage carefully and circle the correct alternative. 
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	The snow leopard lives high in the mountains of Central Asia. Humans rarely see this beautiful animal with its spotted coat and characteristic long tail. They follow their prey silently and will even stop a falling stone from making noise. To attack, they jump up to 15 meters. In the cold, dry landscape, the animal hunts alone and at night. They are one of the world's most secretive animals. 

Snow leopards have been protected since 1975, but only about 4,000 to 7,000 remain. Poachers hunt them for body parts, and herders kill them because the leopards kill their farm animals. Conservation groups are now offering financial help to herding communities that protect leopards. Two of these are Snow Leopard Conservancy India Homestays and Snow Leopard Enterprise (SLE) in Mongolia.

The Homestays program sends tourists to stay in herders' houses for about ten US dollars a night. The herders use the extra money to replace lost animals, and the organization helps them build fences to keep the leopards out. The SLE program sells items made by Mongolian women and gives them the money. The program gives herders an extra 10 to 15 percent in income and raises the status of women. Program members receive a 20 percent bonus if no snow leopards are killed during a year.

Both SLE and the Homestays program are succeeding. Efforts like these may give the snow leopard a chance to survive in the future.




1. Which detail does NOT describe snow leopards?
a. They are hardly encountered by people. 
b. They live in mountainous regions of Central Asia.
c. They like to hunt in small groups.
d. They sometimes kill herders' animals.

2. Why do you think a snow leopard stops a stone from falling?
a. The noise might frighten the leopard.
b. The leopard knows that the noise will frighten its prey.
c. The leopard is a very cautious animal.
d. The leopard feels that it is in danger.

3. The purpose of paragraph 3 is to ______________.
  a. give examples of programs that help the herders’ animals
  b. inform tourists about snow leopards’ habitats
  c. ask questions about herders who kill snow leopards
  d. compare conservation groups in India and Mongolia


TEXT 2
Read the passage carefully and circle the correct alternative. 
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4
	Two legendary volcanoes are Mount Fuji and El Popo. Mount Fuji in Japan is believed to be a religious site by many people. It has the highest summit in Japan. People climb Fuji to witness the dawn as the sun’s golden rays spread across the mountain. But Fuji can be deadly. In 1707, it exploded and sent out a cloud of ash that covered Tokyo for weeks. 

Four million people live in Tokyo, just 112 kilometers from the volcano. Experts at Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention report that lower frequency earthquakes may cause an increase in activity under Fuji. They say understanding the cause of the quakes may help to 
predict the next eruption and help the people of Tokyo leave the region in time. 

On the other side of Earth is “El Popo”. It is just 70 kilometers southeast of Mexico City. The last major eruption was probably in 820 A.D., but it has erupted many times. In 2000, more than 26,000 people were evacuated when it sent out ash and smoke over the area. Another eruption may not be avoided. Experts monitor El Popo and look for earthquakes, a change in the surface, and other signs that it could explode again.

Why do people live near active volcanoes? The land is very rich. For farmers especially, it is unthinkable to leave their land. They do not want their lives to be destroyed, but they do not know how to stop an eruption. So as in myths from thousands of years ago, locals near Fuji and El Popo take gifts to the volcanoes to make them happy.



1. What is the purpose of paragraph 1?
  a) to introduce the topic by describing a beautiful but dangerous volcano
  b) to give statistics about volcanoes and describe a sacred volcano in Japan
  c) to answer questions about active volcanoes by using Fuji as an example
  d) to explain how volcanoes used to be sacred places

2. People believe that the recent activity under Mount Fuji can be caused by ____________. 
  a) explosions
  b) changes in the surface
  c) construction work close to the volcano
  d) earthquakes

     3. Which of these statements about El Popo is TRUE?
  a) There haven't been any eruptions for 2,000 years.
  b) It is very likely that there will be another eruption.
  c) It is in Mexico City. 
  d) It can be visited by tourists.

4. Why do people who live near Fuji and El Popo try to make the volcanoes happy with gifts?
   a) Because they want to thank the volcanoes for making the land fertile.
   b) Because they believe that the volcanoes have spirits that protect them. 
   c) Because they have no idea how to prevent the activation of the volcanoes.
   d) Because they believe that volcanoes are religious sites. 
TEXT 3
FUTURE TRAFFIC
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	How to make traffic flow smoothly is a problem that city planners around the world deal with every day. Even when there is no construction or bad weather, which causes delays, major roads are still full of cars. Some optimists, however, think new technology will finally make traffic move.
Perhaps the most hopeful project belongs to billionaire Elon Musk. Musk proposes a series of underground tunnels that would transport vehicles around Los Angeles and other cities at high speed. In his plan, cars would be lowered onto moving areas that would carry the vehicles through tunnels to their destinations. Computers would control all movement and transfer cars from one tunnel to another. Once a vehicle reached its destination, it would be raised to the surface and continue its trip in a normal manner on surface roads. Musk claims that with such a system in place, a trip in crowded Los Angeles that currently takes sixty minutes could be completed in less than ten minutes.
[bookmark: _Hlk139034797]Musk's idea may have great potential. However, critics are quick to point out problems with the plan, with the price as the first one. To create a whole system of underground tunnels would be an enormous financial burden for any city or government. In addition, even if cities could afford such a system, many claim the tunnels would suffer from the same problems as traditional roads.
In the past, building more roads and highways did not solve traffic problems in the way city planners had hoped. Instead, as soon as more roads were constructed, more drivers appeared and filled up the extra space. Those skeptical about Musk's plan say the same thing would happen with the high-speed tunnels. Another issue would be so-called "choke-points." Most traffic jams today occur where too many people are trying to get on or off the road at a single narrow point. Similar to traditional highways, Musk's underground tubes would face the problem of traffic jams at the entrances and exits. Without some major innovations, the high-speed tunnels would have the same major setbacks.
As any driver will admit, it is very frustrating that many traffic jams have no clear cause. Cars simply slow down for a period of time before the road opens up again, and traffic returns to a normal speed. Traffic experts have discovered that the main reason for this is that human drivers have difficulty maintaining something called "flow”. "If drivers always slowed down and speeded up gradually, there would be fewer traffic jams. However, this is not what happens in reality. Because drivers can only see a short distance ahead, they tend to brake suddenly in response to changes in speed that occur a few cars in front of them. This irregular rapid braking affects the flow of traffic and leads to traffic jams.
Now, there is another modern solution that may be possible in the near future. Engineers are already experimenting with driverless cars that can communicate with other such cars on the road, even cars far ahead of or behind the driver's own vehicle. With a large number of "smart" cars in constant contact with each other, it will be much easier to maintain a steady flow of traffic and greatly reduce the number of traffic jams. Furthermore, in a driverless-car future in which computers are in control instead of easily distracted human drivers, it is expected that there would be many fewer crashes as well. This would eliminate another major cause of traffic jam



Read the passage carefully and circle the correct alternative. 

1.  According to paragraph A, which statement is TRUE about traffic jam?
a) Construction works on roads are the main reason for traffic jam. 
b) Bad weather conditions have nothing to do with traffic jam.
c) Traffic jams are a common problem city planners try to solve.
d) New technology has already solved the problem of traffic jam.

2. What is the purpose of paragraph B?
a) To explain Elon Musk's proposal for transporting vehicles.
b) To discuss the challenges of traffic congestion in Los Angeles.
c) To compare different transportation projects proposed by billionaires.
d) To highlight the importance of computers in controlling traffic movement.

3. What is the main idea of paragraph C?
a) Elon Musk's idea for underground tunnels has more potential to solve traffic congestion than others. 
b) The underground tunnels would likely create additional problems to traditional roads in cities. 
c) The implementing of a whole system of underground tunnels will take too much time of the governments. 
d) Although it might be useful, the main issue with Musk's plan is the high costs it will cause to the cities.

4. Which of the following is NOT a criticism of Musk's plan?
a) Building such a system will cost a lot of money.  
b) The system will attract more cars to the roads.
c) The plan will make driving more dangerous than today. 
d) Choke-points will be full of cars like highways.

5. According to the text, what is the major reason for traffic congestion?
a) Poor traffic management system of governments. 
b) Traffic accidents and construction on the roads. 
c) Sudden changes in weather and road conditions.
d) Drivers’ challenge in keeping the flow of the traffic.

6. What benefit of driverless cars is NOT mentioned in paragraph F? 
a) Keeping the flow of the traffic will be simpler.
b) Financial burden of gas will be a smaller problem. 
c) There will be less car accidents on the roads.
d) Communication with other cars is possible. 

7. According to the text, which statement is FALSE in terms of dealing with traffic jams? 
a) In the past, building new roads could not be an effective way to deal with traffic jams.
b) The high-speed tunnels will minimize the financial burden of constructing new roads.
c) Driverless cars will be possibly a good solution to overcome the traffic problems in the future.
d) Musk's underground tubes system isn’t an effective solution for the choke-points on the roads. 



8. What is this text mainly about?
a) The main reasons of traffic jams and the new proposals to solve the problem. 
b) The ways of making the roads safer for drivers with new technologies.
c) The contribution of high-speed tunnels to the flow of traffic.
d) The comparison of the traffic problems between present and past.

9. The bold word “enormous” in paragraph C means _______________.
a) effective 
b) slight 
c) predictable
d) huge

10. The bold word “skeptical” in paragraph D means _______________.
a) unskillful
b) uninterested 
c) uncareful
d) uncertain

TEXT 4
Read the passage. 

Evolution of Museums
The very first museums of the world were private collections of objects by wealthy people and institutions. The objects in these museums were displayed in Cabinets of Curiosities. The word “cabinet” was then used to describe a room and not a piece of furniture. The oldest recorded example of such was located in Mesopotamia. It was founded in 530 BC.
Before the 18th century, only elite or respectable members of society could visit museums with permission from the owner and the staff. The first museums to be opened for the general public were the British Museum in London in 1759 and the Uffizi Gallery in Florence in 1765. However, only people from the middle and upper class were allowed to visit them with a written permission request. Also, the visits were often limited to a few hours. The first public museum in its true sense was the Louvre in Paris which was opened in 1793 to people of any status and age. 
[bookmark: _Hlk175003533]In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, societies began to regard museums as centers of the production of new knowledge. Historical museums shifted focus to display scientific discoveries and artistic developments with collections that could be useful for research also. Over the twentieth century, as cities increased in size, wealth, and population, more museums developed. These were shaped by the public response to education and entertainment. Initially, the term “cabinet” described a room for displaying various collected items rather than a piece of furniture.


A. Complete the summary of the reading passage. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS in each space.
The earliest museums displayed personal (1)__________________________ belonging to rich people, and until the eighteenth century, only the elite class could visit these places. In the latter half of the century, the British Museum and the Uffizi Gallery opened their doors for the (2)__________________________, but with some  restrictions. Finally, in 1793, the Louvre in Paris allowed access to the people without looking at their class and (3)__________________________.
By the early twentieth century, people started to see museums as centers for producing (4)__________________________, focusing more on scientific and artistic displays.   During this century, with urbanization and more funds coming in, museums were modified to public response providing learning as well as (5)__________________________.


TEXT 5
The Thrill of Escape Rooms
The popularity of escape rooms has changed the way people enjoy entertainment over the last few years. These fun experiences invite groups of players to solve puzzles and riddles within a set time, often in creatively themed rooms. The excitement of trying to escape before time runs out encourages teamwork and communication, making escape rooms a favourite choice for friends, families, and work groups. With themes ranging from mystery to adventure, each room provides a different challenge, allowing players to test their problem-solving skills.
As more people have become interested in escape rooms, many entrepreneurs have opened their own businesses. This increase has led to more competition, encouraging owners to come up with new and exciting experiences. Some escape rooms are even using technology, such as augmented reality, to make the games more engaging. This development keeps the experience interesting for returning players and draws in new visitors. Escape rooms are about more than just escaping; they also create lasting memories and stories that players can share long after their adventure.

Read the passage and number the events from 1 to 5 in the order they happened.
_____ 1. New businesses are created as more people start their own escape room companies.  
_____ 2. Escape rooms become a popular entertainment option for different groups of people.  
_____ 3. Owners work hard to create unique and exciting experiences for players.  
_____ 4. Some escape rooms start using technology, like augmented reality, to improve the games.  
_____ 5. Players join forces to solve puzzles and challenges within a limited time.  

TEXT 6
The Ape in the Office
Does the "office jungle" mirror behavior in the real jungle? New research shows people in offices may use conflict and cooperation in similar ways to primates in the jungle.
Animal behavior specialist Richard Conniff is the author of The Ape in the Corner Office. In his book, Conniff examines corporate behavior through the eyes of a primatologist. He suggests cooperation is the key to success for both humans and other primates. He sees similarities in the ways they use social networks and hierarchies to gain status. He also points out that while conflict can be effective at times, both humans and apes usually prefer to cooperate.
People often think that the animal world is full of conflict. However, conflict and aggression actually play a smaller role in the wild than cooperation. In fact, according to Conniff, both humans and other primates are social creatures, and both groups normally try to avoid conflict. Chimpanzees, for example, typically spend their days caring for their young and traveling together in small groups. Conniff points out that chimps spend about 5 percent of the day being aggressive, but 15 to 20 percent of the day grooming each other. For humans and other primates, conflict is rare and does not last long. For both species, cooperation is a more effective way to succeed and survive.
Research also shows that people and other primates use similar social networking strategies to get ahead in life. They create tight social bonds by sharing resources, doing each other favors, building teams, and making friends. Employees with ambitious career goals, for example, often rely on powerful people in their office to help them get better jobs. In a similar way, chimps work to strengthen relationships with other chimps.
Frans de Waal, a primatologist at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, claims that for chimps, "you can never reach a high position in their world if you don't have friends who help you." In fact, research shows that chimps often create bonds to strengthen their status, or importance, in the community. They do favors for one another and share resources. They sometimes also use their cunning to get ahead. "In chimps a common strategy is to break up alliances that can be used against them," de Waal explains. "They see a main rival sitting with someone else and they try to break up [that meeting]." 
Groups of coworkers and primate groups have similar social rules. In both cases, the groups organize themselves into hierarchies, and individual members know their roles. Individuals in both human and ape groups have a particular position in relation to other group members. This decides their behavior in the group. For example, young people may speak softly or avoid eye contact when they talk to people with higher status. Similarly, Conniff explains that when chimpanzees approach a powerful or senior member, they try to make themselves look as small as they can.
Although cooperation is more common in groups, both humans and other primates sometimes use conflict in order to gain status. Aggressive behaviors get attention, and they show an individual’s power in the group. People sometimes shout or intimidate others to make a point or win an argument. Apes show aggression by pounding their chests, screeching, or hitting trees. However, Conniff notes that conflict does not gain long-term success for either species. When bosses criticize their employees, treat them unfairly, or make their working lives difficult, employees become stressed, lose motivation, and quit their jobs. When apes are aggressive, they chase other apes away. In both cases, aggressive individuals can become isolated, and neither humans nor apes want to be alone.
In his book, Conniff makes the case that interacting in a kind and polite way is more beneficial for both humans and primates. “The truth is we are completely dependent on other people emotionally as well as for our physical needs,” Conniff concludes. “We function as part of a group rather than as individuals.” Employees who cooperate in the office and primates who cooperate in the wild find themselves happier, more effective, and more likely to survive.
A. According to the reading passage, what were the two main reasons Conniff wrote The Ape in the Corner Office? Put a tick for the most suitable answers. 
_________ 1. to explain how apes and humans behave similarly 
_________ 2. to show how humans have learned from animal behavior 
_________ 3. to argue that animals cooperate better than humans do 
_________ 4. to show how humans and other primates value cooperation
B. Complete the summary of the reading passage. Write NO MORE THAN ONE WORD in each space.

People in offices and primates in the wild both prefer to (1)__________________________ with one another and avoid (2)__________________________ They also use social (3)__________________________ skills to be successful. Both groups organize themselves into (4)__________________________, which affect how they behave in a group. While uncommon, both office workers and primates sometimes use (5)__________________________ assert themselves.


VOCABULARY PART
I. Fill in the blanks with the correct words you choose from the box. Use each word only ONCE. DO NOT change the words in any way. There are two extra words.
	[bookmark: _Hlk203940047]anecdotally
	bond
	cognitive
	complex
	controversial
	engage

	evolve
	grief
	intuition
	notion
	recognition
	suffering



1. Researchers have found that children who spend more quality time with their parents often develop a stronger emotional _________________ that continues into adulthood.
2. After the sudden death of her best friend, she went through a long period of _________________ and found it difficult to return to her normal routine.
3. Many university students _________________ in volunteer projects because they want to gain experience while helping their communities.
4. The professor's opinions on the education system were considered highly _________________ because they seem against to many traditional beliefs.
5. Learning a second language can improve various _________________ abilities, including memory, attention, and problem-solving skills.
6. _________________, many teachers believe that students learn more effectively when they work in groups, although research findings are mixed.
7. Sometimes we need to trust our _________________ since they may help us make decisions quickly when we don't have all the information or time to analyze every detail.
8. The _________________ that success depends only on talent ignores the importance of hard work and determination.
9. Several international organizations are working together to reduce human _________________ caused by war, poverty, and natural disasters.
10. After years of hard work and dedication, the young scientist finally received international ________________ for her research.

II. Fill in the blanks with the correct words you choose from the box. Use each word only ONCE. DO NOT change the words in any way. There are two extra words.
	admit
	clue
	demand
	evidence
	examine
	figure out

	identity
	mediator
	mystery
	suspect
	unique
	unusual



1. The police officers decided to _________________ the victim's apartment carefully because they believed that important information might still be there.
2. Although many people believed that he was guilty, there was not enough _________________ to bring the case to court.
3. Investigators are still trying to _________________ how the valuable painting disappeared from the museum without anyone noticing.
4. After several hours of questioning, the teenager finally decided to _________________ that he had broken the classroom window and confessed his action.
5. The _________________ was taken to the police station after several witnesses reported seeing him near the crime scene.
6. Because of the extremely hot weather, the _________________ for cold drinks increased dramatically across the country.
7. Detectives discovered an important _________________ on the victim's phone that helped them continue their investigation.
8. Since the victim was not carrying any documents, the police were unable to confirm his _________________ immediately.
9. The negotiations became so intense that the company decided to appoint a/an _________________ to help both sides reach an agreement.
10. The artist's work was considered _________________ because nobody had ever used similar techniques or materials before.

III. Fill in the blanks with the correct words you choose from the box. Use each word only ONCE. DO NOT change the words in any way. There are two extra words.

	awareness
	barrier
	enhance
	forecast
	infrastructure
	innovative

	landmark
	livelihood
	partially
	reliable
	sacred
	subtle



1. Although the government invested millions of dollars in public transportation and clean energy projects, the city’s outdated __________ still caused frequent power cuts and serious traffic congestion during the winter months.

2. For many international students who had just arrived in the country, the language difference became such a significant __________ that they struggled to communicate even in simple everyday situations.

3. Because the historical bridge was only __________ damaged during the storm, engineers believed it could still be repaired instead of being completely rebuilt.

4. During natural disasters, people are more likely to remain calm and follow official instructions if they receive __________ information from experienced scientists and emergency services.

5. Scientists noticed a/an __________ change in sea temperature several weeks before the hurricane formed, but most residents did not realize how serious the situation could become.

6. Environmental organizations are trying to increase public __________ about the long-term effects of plastic pollution on oceans, wildlife, and human health.

7. The city council decided to plant more trees and redesign public parks in order to __________ the quality of life for residents living in crowded urban neighborhoods.

8. Fishing has been the main __________ of the small coastal community for generations, which is why many local families were deeply concerned about water pollution.

9. Tourists were asked to dress respectfully and remain quiet while visiting the __________ temple, since it is considered one of the most important religious sites in the region.

10. Despite being built more than two hundred years ago, the old clock tower still remains an important __________ that attracts thousands of visitors every year.


IV. Fill in the blanks with the correct words you choose from the box. Use each word only ONCE. DO NOT change the words in any way. There are two extra words.

	aspect
	concentration
	destination
	expand
	impact
	income

	infrastructure
	productive
	reduce
	urbanization
	suburb
	remain



1. The high ________________ of factories and vehicles in the industrial district has significantly worsened air quality and created serious environmental concerns.

2. Experts argue that a city's ________________, including transportation systems, hospitals, and communication networks, must be improved to support a growing population.

3. Many people decide to leave small towns and move to major cities because they hope to earn a higher ________________ and provide a better future for their families.

4. The company plans to ________________ its operations into several Asian countries because demand for its products has increased considerably over the past few years. 

5. Researchers have found that long-term exposure to noise pollution can have a serious ________________ on both physical and mental health. 

6. Employees generally feel more ________________ when they are given clear goals and are encouraged to share their ideas with their colleagues. 

7. One important ________________ of living in a large city is that people usually have access to better educational and employment opportunities than those in rural areas.

8. Rapid ________________ has transformed many traditional communities by increasing population density and changing the way people live and work.

9. Governments around the world are investing in renewable energy projects in an effort to ________________ greenhouse gas emissions and slow climate change. 

10. For many young professionals who are looking for better career opportunities and a higher standard of living, New York remains an attractive ________________. 

V. Fill in the blanks with the correct words you choose from the box. Use each word only ONCE. DO NOT change the words in any way. There are two extra words.

	affordable
	alert
	avoid
	consequence
	document
	depart

	destruction
	effectively
	forecast
	immense
	reliable
	rely on



1. Meteorologists were able to ________________ the storm several days in advance, giving local authorities enough time to prepare emergency plans and warn residents.

2. The company suffered ________________ financial losses after a fire destroyed its main factory and interrupted production for several months.

3. During emergencies, people should seek information from ________________ sources because false reports can spread quickly and create unnecessary panic.

4. Health experts strongly advise people to ________________ spending long periods of time in direct sunlight during extremely hot summer days.

5. The powerful earthquake caused widespread ________________ and left thousands of residents without electricity, clean water, or shelter for several days.

6. Small communities often ________________ local volunteers and charitable organizations to provide food and medical assistance after natural disasters.

7. One serious ________________ of deforestation is that many animal species lose their natural habitats and become endangered over time.

8. Emergency officials used television, radio, and social media to ________________ residents to the approaching hurricane and encourage them to evacuate immediately.

9. Many young families struggle to find ________________ housing because property prices have increased dramatically in most major cities during the last decade.

10. The new communication system works so ________________ that rescue teams can exchange information quickly even during natural disasters and reach affected areas more efficiently.


WRITING PART
1. Write a COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAY on the following topic in 200-250 words. Your essay should have an introduction with a clear thesis statement, well-developed body paragraphs and a concluding paragraph. 

TOPIC:  doing your own business or working at a company

2. Write a PROCESS ESSAY on the following topic in 200-250 words. Your essay should have an introduction with a clear thesis statement, well-developed body paragraphs and a concluding paragraph. 

TOPIC: How to prepare for an important exam? 


3. Write a PROBLEM SOLUTION ESSAY on the following topic in 200-250 words. Your essay should have an introduction with a clear thesis statement, well-developed body paragraphs and a concluding paragraph. 

TOPIC: Digital addiction is a common and harmful problem among many people. What effective solutions 
can you suggest overcoming this problem?
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